The principal aim of this paper is to present hitherto unpublished evidence relating to a particular claim of xenoglossy in Ancient
Egyptian. It has been thought worthwhile, at the same time, to offer a brief review of some other alleged instances.
I. Introduction: The Pentecost Claim
The ability to speak in languages other than one's first language is commonly the result of early contact or of study and training. When such an ability occurs without any of these advantages, the term 'xenoglossy' is used of it. The restriction is not very logical, A wellknown example from the ancient world itself has been seen by many in the account of the linguistic miracle on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2. 4 ff.), where it is said of 'the disciples that they 'began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance' (RSV). A Pauline expression (1 Cor. 14. 5) invites comparison:
'Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy.' Paul is referring to ecstatic utterance-glossolalia-and a recent admirable study3 shows that the same phenomenon was probably activated by the experience of Pentecost, even if Luke wishes to present it mainly as xenoglossy.4 The possibility also emerges, in ancient as in modern glossolalia, that 'interspersed among inarticulate utterances would be actual identifiable words;'S and James Moffatt6 properly pointed to the parallel in the magical papyri of the second and third centuries where incoherent ejaculations are mingled with native and foreign titles of deities. Whereas Paul does not decry ecstatic utterance, he finds higher evidence of the Spirit's activity in moral behaviour.
Luke's account of Pentecost, while giving priority to xenoglossy, is coloured by the idea of ecstatic utterance, as in the phrase 'tongues as of fire'. Perhaps he was working on two separate and disparate versions. It is noteworthy that he cites no particular instance of xenoglossy beyond the statement that the listening members of the Jewish diaspora heard the words in their own language, that is, the language of the countries where they then lived.9 9 .
II. Latin, Greek, Hebrew and Sanskrit
Cases which implicate the ancient languages are related variously to the following methods of converse:
